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RATIONALE
There should always be an urgency to tend to the pastoral and spiritual needs of the sick and
dying. We should do no less than to bring them the grace of the sacraments, the compassionate
concern of our parish communities, and the very real hope of Christ’s promise to be with them
always.
How we tend to these needs is sometimes a matter of concern. Over the past several decades,
there seems to be an increase in “healing services” that have become part of parish missions.
Itinerant preachers have promised miracles or promoted revivals. Infrequent communal
celebrations for healing have sometimes replaced pastoral visits to the sick. Often, parishioners
need catechesis on the sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick -- they still question how often one
might receive it, who may receive it, and if it is reserved for someone near death. In some circles,
there is even confusion about who may administer the sacrament.
POSITION STATEMENT
Whereas, the Judeo-Christian faith has a long-standing tradition of praying for the welfare and
healing of those who are inﬁrmed or suﬀering in any way;
Whereas, the Christian Church has employed for centuries the example of Christ in oﬀering
prayers for the sick and assisting their caregivers;
Whereas, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith on September 14, 2000 issued a
document that addressed certain issues concerning the disciplinary norms that aﬀect the liturgical
celebration of rites and blessings for the inﬁrmed, “Instructions on the Prayers for Healing;”
Whereas, over the past several decades there continues to be a proliferation of so-called “Healing
Masses” and “Healing Services” throughout the Church in the United States of America;
Whereas, continuing catechesis and formation are necessary for all the faithful in order to know
the best orthopraxis of the Church in oﬀering both prayers and rituals for the sick;
1. It is the position of the delegates to the 2017 National Meeting of the Federation of
Diocesan Liturgical Commissions that
2. resources be developed that can assist bishops and dioceses
3. in providing direction and pastoral assistance
4. for promoting the proper liturgical celebration of the treasury of the rites
5. that the Church oﬀers in her ritual books for the pastoral care of the sick.
We request thata timeline be established by the Board of Directors at their January 2018 meeting.
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