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Table 19.1: Depositio Martyrum 354 AD

25 December Christ born in Bethlehem of Judaea
20 January
21 January
22 February
7 March
19May
29 June
10 July
30 July
6August
8August
9August
13 August
22August
29August
5 September
9 September
11 September
14 September
22 September
14 October
9 November
29 November

Fabian (in Callixtus)
Sebastian (in cemetery called Catacumbas)
Agnes (on the Via Nomentana)
Chair of Peter
Perpetua and Felicity (Africans)
Parthenius and Calocerus (in San Callixtus), in the Ninth Year of Diocletian and the Eighth Year of Maximianus (304]
Peter (Catacumbas) and Paul (Ostia), moved during the consulate of Tuscus and Bassus (258]
Felician and Filippa (in Priscilla), Vitalis and Alexander (in Iordanorum Martialls), Silanus and Novatus (in Maximus), and
Januarius (Praetextatus)
Abdon and Sennen (Cemetery of Pontianus)
Sixtus (in Callixtus), Felicissimus, and Agapitus (in Praetextatus)
Secundus, Carpophorus, Victor, and Severus (in Albano); Cyricacus, Largus, Crescentianus, Memmia, Juliana, and
Smaragdus (in Ostia at the seventh milestone)
Laurence (on the Via Tiburtina)
Hippolytus (on the Via Tiburtina) and Pontian (in Callixtus)
Timothy (Ostia)
Hermes (in Basilla on the Old Via Salaria)
Acontus (on the Via Portunensis), Nonnus, and Herculanus and Taurinus
Gorgonius (on the Via Labicana)
Protus and Jacintus (in Basilia)
Cyprian (African) (celebrated in Rome at Callixtus)
Basilia (on the Old Via Salaria), in the Ninth Year of Diocletian and the Eighth Year of Maximianus (304]
Callixtus (on the Via Aurelia at the third milestone)
Clement, Sempronianus, Claudius, and Nicostratus, companions
Saturninus (in Trasonis) 15

15 Latin text in Theodore Mommsen, 'Chronographus anni
CCLIIII' in Monumenta Gennaniae Historica, Auctorum
Antiquis simorum 9/1 (Berlin 1892 = Munich 1982), pp. 71- 2.

Bradshaw, Paul F., and Maxwell E. Johnson. “Chapter 19, ‘The First
Martyrs and Saints.” Essay. In The Origins of Feasts, Fasts and Seasons in
Early Christianity, 171–95. Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 2011.
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Calendar by way of Category (Feasts, Memorials, Optional Memorials)
SOLEMNITIES OF SAINTS (excluding Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Joseph)
June 24

Nativity of Saint John the Baptist

June 29

Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles

November 1

All Saints

November 2

All Souls (3rd level rank, but not a solemnity – no Gloria or Creed)

FEASTS OF SAINTS (excluding Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Joseph)
January 25

Conversion of Saint Paul the Apostle

February 22

The Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle

April 25

Saint Mark the Evangelist

May 3

Saints Philip and James, Apostles

May 14

Saint Matthias the Apostle (misprint in the Lectionary – May 13)

July 3

Saint Thomas, Apostle

July 25

Saint James, Apostle

August 10

Saint Lawrence, Deacon

August 24

Saint Bartholomew, Apostle

September 21

Saint Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist

September 29

Saint Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, Archangels

October 18

Saint Luke, Evangelist

October 28

Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles

November 9

Dedication of the Lateran Basilica

November 30

Saint Andrew

December 26

Saint Stephen, the First Martyr

December 27

Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist

December 28

The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
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OBLIGATORY MEMORIALS OF SAINTS (excluding Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Joseph)
JANUARY
January 2
Saints Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen Bishops, Doctors of the Church
January 4 (USA)

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious

January 5 (USA)

Saint John Neumann, Bishop

January 17

Saint Anthony, Abbot

January 21

Saint Agnes, Virgin & Martyr

January 24

Saint Francis de Sales, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

January 26

Saints Timothy and Titus, Bishops

January 28

Saint Thomas Aquinas, Priest and Doctor of the Church

January 31

Saint John Bosco, Priest

FEBRUARY
February 5

Saint Agatha, Virgin & Martyr

February 6

Saints Paul Miki and Companions, Martyrs

February 14

Saints Cyril, Monk, and Methodius, Bishop

February 23

Saint Polycarp, Bishop & Martyr

MARCH
March 7

Saints Perpetua and Felicity, Martyrs

APRIL
April 7

Saint John Baptist de la Salle, Priest

April 11

Saint Stanislaus, Bishop and Martyr

April 29

Saint Catherine of Siena, Virgin & Doctor of the Church

MAY
May 2

Saint Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

May 26

Saint Philip Neri, Priest

JUNE
June 1

Saint Justin, Martyr

June 3

Saints Charles Lwanga & Companions, Martyrs

June 5

Saint Boniface, Bishop & Martyr

June 11

Saint Barnabas, Apostle

June 13

Saint Anthony of Padua, Priest and Doctor of the Church

June21

Saint Aloysius Gonzaga, Religious

June 28

Saint Irenaeus, Bishop & Martyr

4

JULY
July 11

Saint Benedict, Abbot

July 14 (USA)

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin

July 15

Saint Bonaventure, Bishop & Doctor of the Church

July 22

Saint Mary Magdalene,

July 26

Saints Joachim & Anne, Parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary

July 29

Saint Martha

July 31

Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Priest

AUGUST
August 1

Saint Alphonsus Mary Liguori, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

August 4

Saint John Mary Vianney, Priest

August 8

Saint Dominic, Priest

August 11

Saint Clare, Virgin

August 14

Saint Maximilian Mary Kolbe, Priest & Martyr

August 20

Saint Bernard, Abbot & Doctor of the Church

August 21

Saint Pius X, Pope

August 27

Saint Monica

August 28

Saint Augustine, Bishop & Doctor of the Church

August 29

The Passion of Saint John the Baptist

SEPTEMBER
September 3

Saint Gregory the Great, Pope and Doctor of the Church

September 9 (USA)

Saint Peter Claver, Priest

September 13

Saint John Chrysostom, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

September 16

Saints Cornelius, Pope; and Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs

September 20

Saints Andrew Kim Tae-gon, Priest, Paul Chong Ha-sang and Companions, Martyrs

September 23

Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest

September 27

Saint Vincent de Paul

September 30

Saint Jerome, Priest and Doctor of the Church

OCTOBER
October 1

Saint Therese of the Child Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the Church

October 2

The Holy Guardian Angels

October 4

Saint Francis of Assisi
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October 15

Saint Teresa of Jesus, Virgin and Doctor of the Church

October 17

Saint Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop and Martyr

October 19 (USA)

Saints John de Brebeuf and Isaac Jogues Priests & Companions, Martyrs

NOVEMBER
November 4

Saint Charles Borromeo, Bishop

November 10

Saint Leo the Great, Pope and Doctor of the Church

November 11

Saint Martin of Tours, Bishop

November 12

Saint Josaphat, Bishop and Martyr

November 13 (USA)

Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini, Virgin

November 17

Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, Religious

November 22

Saint Cecilia, Virgin and Martyr

November 24

Saint Andrew Dung-Lac, Priest and Companions, Martyrs

DECEMBER
December 3

Saint Francis Xavier, Priest

December 7

Saint Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

December 13

Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr

December 14

Saint John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of the Church
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SOLEMNITIES, FEASTS, AND MEMORIALS WITH PROPER PREFACES
June 24 Nativity of John the Baptist, Solemnity. Also includes separate presidential prayers for
the vigil Mass in addition those for the Mass during the day.
June 29 Saints Peter and Paul, Solemnity. Also includes separate presidential prayers for the
vigil Mass in addition those for the Mass during the day.
August 29 Passion of John the Baptist, Memorial
Sept 29 Saints Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, Archangels, Feast
October 2, Guardian Angels, Memorial
November 1 All Saints, Solemnity
November 9 Dedication of the Lateran Basilica, Feast
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THE COMMONS

The Presidential Prayers
(Collect, Prayer over Gifts, Post Communion)
MARTYRS

PASTORS

DOCTORS

VIRGINS

HOLY MEN AND WOMEN

OF THE CHURCH
I Outside Easter Time
A. For Several Martyrs
(Five option sets)
B. For One Martyr
(Two option sets)

I For a Pope or Bishop
(Two option sets)

II During Easter Time

II For a Bishop

A. For Several Martyrs
(Two option sets)
B. For One Martyr
(One set)

(Two option sets)

Doctors of the Church
(Two sets)

I For Several Virgins
(One set)

I For All Categories of
Saints
A. Several Saints (4 sets)
B. For One Saint (2 sets)

II For One Virgin

II Monks & Religious

(Three option sets)

A .For an Abbot
B. For a Monk
C. For a Nun
D For a Religious (2 sets)

III Missionary Martyrs

III For Pastors

II For Those Who
Practiced Works of Mercy
(One set)

A. For Several Missionary Martyrs
(One set)
B. For One Missionary Martyr (One
set)

A. For Several Pastors
(One set)
B. For One Pastor
(Two sets)

IV Virgin Martyr

IV For Founders of

IV For Educators

(One set)

Churches

(One set)

(one set each)
A. For One Founder
B. For Several Founders
V Holy Woman Martyr

V For Missionaries

V. For Holy Women

(One set)

(Three Sets)

(Two sets)
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THE COMMON PREFACES
APOSTLES
Preface I
Preface II
SAINTS
Preface I

Preface II

God, the eternal shepherd, never abandons the flock, but choses apostles to care for and govern the church
God has built the church on apostolic foundations as a firm and lasting sign of holiness and truth
…in crowning their (saints) merits, you (God) crown your own gifts; by their way of life offer us an example; by
communion with them you offer us companionship; by their intercession, sure support; so that encouraged by such a
great cloud of witnesses we may run as victors and the imperishable crown of glory…
…in the marvelous confession of your saints your make your church fruitful with strength ever new and offer sure
signs of your love. Their shining example lends us courage and their fervent prayers sustain us in all we do so that your
saving mysteries may be fulfilled.

HOLY MARTYRS
Preface I
…the blood of your blessed martyr [ N ] poured out like Christ’s to glorify your name shows forth your marvelous
works, by which in our weakness you perfect your power, and on the feeble, bestow strength to bear witness.
Preface II
HOLY PASTORS

…you are glorified when your saints are praised; their very sufferings are but wonders of your might: in your
mercy you give ardor to their faith, to their endurance you grant firm resolve, in their struggle the victory is yours.
…in the festival of Saint [ N ] you bid your church rejoice, so too, you strengthen her by the example of his holy
life, teach her by his words of preaching, and keep her safe in answer to his prayers.

HOLY VIRGINS AND RELIGIOUS
…in the Saints who consecrated themselves to Christ for the sake of the Kingdom of Heaven, it is right to celebrate the
wonders of your providence, by which you call human nature back to its original holiness and bring it to experience on
this earth the gifts you promise of the world to come.
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THE SANCTORAL CYCLE
INTRODUCTION
I. ORIGINS AND HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT
OF THE VENERATION OF THE SAINTS
THE CULT OF THE MARTYRS
The Commemoration of the Dead
• Roman customs to make somewhat elaborate tombs;
•

Burial was either by the body or cremation

•

Visit the dead on special days, especially their birthday;

•

Shared a meal at the tomb; set a place for the deceased; poured wine in the tomb or ground

The Cult of the Great Witnesses – The Martyrs
• Martyr -- mάρτυρας – in Greek means “witness.” The first “martyr” was Christ “the faithful
witness, first born from the dead” (Rev 1:5).
•

Christians who confessed their faith to the point of death bore exquisite witness to Christ, to the
gospel he proclaimed, and the promise and hope of eternal life. These were the martyrs.

•

Christ living in them also bears witness to the power of his resurrection

•

The “martyrs” are uniquely one with the crucified and risen Christ, offering to God in a most
striking event their whole being just as he did.

•

Because of all this, the early church paid special homage to their memory.

The Forms of Veneration of the Martyrs
• Carried over most the ancient pagan Roman customs
•

Preferred burial of the body rather than cremation; but not exclusively

•

Visited on the anniversary of their death, their “natale” i.e. birth into heaven, not the birth into
this world.

•

Meal would involve the Eucharist
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The Cult of Apostles and “Confessors”
• Honors paid to martyrs gets extended to apostles and “confessors” i.e. those who confessed the
faith in a striking or heroic way, even though they did not give up their lives
•

Some were tortured, some imprisoned etc.

•

The grave responsibilities during the time of persecution

THE CULT OF THE SAINTS WHO WERE NOT MARTYRS PER SE
The Cult of Ascetics and Virgins
• Age of persecution ended; a new kind of “martyrdom” emerges – the ascetic life; monasticism
•

Both men and women embraced this life in lieu of physical martyrdom

The Cult of Bishops
• Often bishops drawn from the monastic communities
•

Because of weighty responsibility or popularity, added to those honored with the martyrs

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CULT OF THE SAINTS
The Precursors
• Original attachment to the “physicality” of the burial place
•

Belief the power of the saints to help, cure, console etc.

The “Translation” of Relics and the Broadening of the Cult of the Saints
• Desire for the “physical presence” of the saint ‘martyr – began the translation of relics
•

This begins to establish extension of the saint’s cult beyond the immediate community

The Development and Circulation of Hagiographic Literature (Writings about the Saints)
• Writings about the saints further develops and spreads interest and popularity
•

These included writings by the saints as well

The Medieval Period up to the Council of Trent
• Sees enormous proliferation of saints and relics
•

Because of the emphasis on a “high” Christology, saints provide the “human” connection to God

•

Specialization of saints

•

Move beyond intercession, belief the saints had special powers / expectation of miracles
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The Council of Trent up to the II Vatican Council and the Present Day
• Trent attempts to regulate; assigns task to the pope.
•

Trent’s goals not met

II. THE SANCTORAL CYCLE OF THE LITURGICAL YEAR
– ORIGINS AND DEVELOPMENT
The Sanctoral Cycle of the Liturgical Year essentially provides one of two major sets of guidelines and regulation
for the cult of the saints, the other being those particular guidelines regarding popular devotions. At the same
time, by these guidelines, the church offers official recognition and affirmation of the cult of the saints and the
devotion they inspire.

THE CALENDAR – EARLY DEVELOPMENT AND DOCUMENTS
The Testimony of the Fathers
The homily preached at the celebration of the saint’s “natale” by one of the Fathers of the Church
provides a special witness to the understanding and cult of that saint. They give substantial authentication
to the cult of the saint on which they are reflecting.
As mentioned above, clear evidence that within the third century, at least, Christian communities were
keeping local lists of martyrs and celebrating the Eucharist at their tombs on their anniversary days is
provided by Cyprian of Carthage in two of his letters. (Bradshaw / Johnson)
The Calendars
• From the earliest times each church (diocese) had a calendar which told when the saints were to
be honored.
• Two dating from the fourth century deserve special attention because they would subsequently
serve as the basis for the Roman sanctoral or calendar of the saints’ feasts
o The Almanac or Chronograph of 354 AD -- Roman
o The Calendar of Nicomedia of 363 AD – Eastern
The Martyrologies in General
• Unlike calendars, Martyrologies list the names of all the saints and the day of their
commemoration regardless of whether and where they are actually commemorated liturgically.
Many fall on the same day.
• Therefore, these documents do not, in and of themselves, attest to whether is actually celebrated
in a given church.
• The reason that the Martyrology is a liturgical book is that it was read daily in the office of Prime,
calling to mind each day the memory of a number of saints to whom the church paid no other
form of veneration.
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The almanac or chronograph of 354 was specifically a Roman calendar; but the calendar of Nicomedia
was already an embryonic Martyrology, since its purpose was to provide a first complete listing of the
martyrs of the East and West.
The Hieronymian (of St. Jerome) Martyrology
•
•
•

The first Martyrology per se dates back to the middle of the 5th century. It is alleged to be the
work of St. Jerome – but scholars seem to find this doubtful.
The oldest manuscript available go back to the 8th century depend on a Gallican recension made
at Auxerre in 592.
According to Jounel, if we set aside the above recension, it is easy to bring forth a primitive base
of this document and see that its material came from three main sources:
o The Roman calendar of 354
o The Calendar of Nicomedia of 363
o An African calendar (530)

Later Martyrologies
• The Martyrologies of the 8th to the 12th centuries attempted to complete the Hieronymian
Martyrology in two ways
o by giving a short summary of each martyr/saint
o by adding new names from scripture, church history, and writings of the fathers to fill in
gaps on certain days
o The first author of this new type of Martyrology was Venerable Bede (735)
o Bede’s work was completed at Lyons where an anonymous monk added additional
information around the year 800.
o This work was further revised by Florus, a deacon, in about 840
• In about 860 another document was proposed as a more ancient and original Roman Martyrology
by Ado of Vienne who said he discovered this in Rome; but in fact it was a forged document. It
drastically altered the dates of the earlier Martyrologies.
• In about 865 Usuard of Saint-Germain produced a new edition of the Ado’s work and this
became, more or less, the direct ancestor of the Roman Martyrology.
The Roman Martyrology of 1584
• The Bishops as the Council of Trent decreed that the pope would restore the liturgy according to
ancient sources; along with that was to be revised and updated, the Martyrology and the calendar.
• The Roman Martyrology of 1584 promulgated by Gregory XIII was actually nothing more than a
recension of Usuard’s Martyrology of 865.
• The authors of this work realized that it was not completely accurate, but they had no resources
to do the actual critical work needed to radically revise the work according to the actual ancient
sources
• Since that time it is had been variously revised with new editions, but its historical value no
greater than the sources
• The Eastern churches have produced similar documents through the centuries.
Canonizations
• Bishops of the 11th and 12th centuries began to appeal to Rome for approval the elevation of
individuals to the rank of “saint” since requests were made to put some bodies in altars who were
dead for only a short period of time.
• The first “canonization” as such seems to be that of Saint Ulric, Bishop of Augsburg (+973)
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•
•

•

It was given at the Lateran during a synod by Pope John XV in 993.
A century later, Pope Alexander III promulgated the following: “Do not presume to decree
religious veneration for anyone without the consent of the Roman Church” This decretal of 1171
became law in the Roman Rite of the Catholic Church after Trent and the task of preparing
Canonizations was entrusted to the Congregation of Rites (1588)
In 1534 a preliminary step toward canonization was introduced, that of beatification. St. Francis
de Sales was the first to be beatified in 1665.

THE ROMAN CALENDAR

Although at the beginning, the anniversaries of saints were celebrated only at their tombs, the
formularies used were soon gathered with those from other celebrations and then arranged according to
date in the sacramentaries and lectionaries. In this early stage, the temporal and sanctoral were arranged
together, not separately.
Starting in the 11th century, the books began to separate the temporal, and sanctoral cycles and a
“commons” in that order. This how the first Roman sanctoral came to be.
At the turn from the 8th into the 9th century the Frankish sacramentary brought together the various local
traditions.

The Calendar of the 12th Century
• This represented a major turning point in the history of the Roman calendar The immediate
popularity of St. Thomas Becket (+1170) murdered in his own cathedral meant the calendar
would now be open to contemporary saints. This openness has been maintained down to our won
time.
• Until Becket, only the early martyrs and a few other key figures in the life of the Church were
actually celebrated.
•

The 12th century saw the increasing popularity of legends of the saints, legends which were often
of very questionable historical accuracy.

The Tridentine Calendar (1568)
•

The Calendar of Pius V, despite the call to “go back to the ancient sources” contained everything
that had been accepted in the 12th century and to this it added additions from the past four
centuries.

•

It now included saints whose legends made them popular, like St. Christopher. Above all it
included the great saints of the 13th century, Francis and Dominic, Anthony of Padua, Louis IX,
Clare, and Elizabeth of Hungary. In the 15th century the names of Thomas Aquinas and
Bonaventure were added.

•

The calendar now had a universal outlook and began to reflect an echo of the entire church.
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The Roman Calendar from 1568 to 1960
•
•
•

In this period the calendar experienced excessive growth.
In 1568 there were less than 200 feasts
By 1900 there were 145 more

The General Roman Calendar (1969)
• February 14, 1969, Paul VI promulgated the General Roman Calendar, reformed according to the
norms of the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy of the II Vatican Council
•

The main objective of the reformers was a greater historical accuracy and especially, as far as
possible, to assign the feast days to the days of the death of the saint as was the ancient tradition.
They also wished to enrich the calendar with saints from areas not yet represented on the calendar
– the Americas, Asia, and Africa.

•

This meant “weeding out” those saints whose historical foundations were weak or those whose
memory is preserved only in a limited territory or particular religious congregation. The space
did provide room for saints from the wider Catholic world in Africa, Japan, the Asian and AsianPacific areas and the Americas – north, south, and central.

•

The saints now inscribed in the Roman Calendar are not all commemorated in the same way.
Most are optional, as we will see. And there is room for particular calendars – national, regional,
diocesan and those of religious orders and congregations.

•

In addition, on ferial days on which there is no obligatory memorial, it is permitted to celebrate
the memory of any saint listed in the Roman Martyrology for that day.

•

There are currently over 7000 saints listed in the Martyrology.

•

In our own era, many new saints have been beatified and canonized:
o
o
o

Pope Saint John Paul II
Pope Benedict
Pope Francis

canonized 111 saints 20 on calendar
canonized 45 saints 5 on calendar
canonized 56 saints/ 4 on calendar

•

The Roman Martyrology then, is a constantly evolving document. There is no current, up to date
translation of it in English.

•

But understand that the General Liturgical Calendar of the Sanctoral Cycle chooses from the
Martyrology, but could
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III. THEOLOGICAL REFLECTIONS ON THE SANCTORAL CYCLE
Saints manifest in a particular life the revelation of God
• God reveals Godself in WORD AND DEED. The life of any saint makes that process of revelation
specific in a particular time and place and set of cultural circumstances.
•

The saints life is always made of word and deeds; reflection and action. We see in them, the work of
God’s hands by grace, brought to fulfillment.

•

In their lives, we see unique and unparalleled glimpses of the living God since God is reflected in the
creative work God has done just as is the case with every human artist.

Because of this Church has always honored the saints from its beginning
• The Church has always believed that the apostles and Christ's martyrs who had given the supreme witness
of faith and charity by the shedding of their blood, are closely joined with us in Christ, and she has always
venerated them with special devotion,
•

When we look at the lives of those who have faithfully followed Christ, we are inspired and encouraged
on our own faith journey

•

The saints provide us with examples and practical insights in living the Gospel

•

Because those who are in heaven are more intimately united with Christ, they bring greater consolidation
to the holiness of the whole church, they ennoble the worship offered to God by the church here on earth
and in a variety of ways contribute to the greater building-up of the church (I Cor. 12, 12-27).

We are able to manifest this relationship with the saints most especially in the liturgy
•

Every liturgical celebration necessarily involves the saints because they are part of the mystical body.

•

Our union with the Church in heaven is put into effect in its noblest manner especially in the sacred
Liturgy, wherein the power of the Holy Spirit acts upon us through sacramental signs

•

The liturgy on earth is a sacrament of and anticipates the liturgy in heaven.

•

We are always celebrating the paschal mystery in its totality whenever we celebrate the liturgy; when we
commemorate the saints, the church acknowledges, and draws out the Paschal Mystery as it is found in
their lives

•

By commemorating the saints, the church is witnessing to and being inspired by the outward and concrete
manifestation of God’s grace in the life of a particular member of Christ’s body

•

Since they share the fullness of eternal life and are present before the Lord, through him and with him,
and in him they do not cease to intercede for us before the Faith in the union of the Holy Spirit
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IV. THE LITURGICAL CELEBRATION OF THE SANCTORAL CYCLE
GENERAL INFORMATION
Throughout the calendrical liturgical books (Missal, Lectionary, and Liturgy of the Hours) the saints’
commemorations are ranked as either:
•
•
•

SOLEMNITIES
FEASTS
MEMORIALS
o Obligatory
o Optional

The local ordo is the most important guide. Learn to read the ordo if you don’t know already. These are not only
particular to a country, but to a region. In the front of the ordo is the legend that explains how to read the icons,
symbols, etc.
In addition to the ordo for your region, you need to know of any particular calendar for the diocese or parish.
Certain saints placed on the general calendar as feasts or memorials (obligatory or optional) may acquire the rank
of a solemnity if that saint is more significant for the national or regional church; the diocese the parish or the
religious congregation. These involve particular calendars which are arranged through the appropriate local
authorities – bishop’s conferences, diocesan bodies, parishes, and religious congregations. The titular feast of a
saint is always a solemnity in the parish for whom they are titular and are superseded only by the highest ranking
celebrations.

MISSAL
•

SOLEMNITIES
o Begin with Evening Prayer on the evening before
o Almost always have their own proper presidential prayers
o Some have separate vigil Masses with distinct proper presidential prayers
o Often have proper prefaces
o Always include a Gloria and Creed even during Advent and Lent
o Involve a particular color vesture related to the sanctoral celebration

•

FEASTS
o Almost always have their own proper presidential prayers
o Some have proper prefaces
o Always include a Gloria even during Advent and Lent
o Involve a particular color vesture related to the sanctoral celebration

•

MEMORIALS
o Obligatory
 Almost always have their own proper collect, some have full set of proper presidential
prayers
 A few have proper prefaces
 You may choose to use only the collect and take the rest of the mass from the Mas of the
day especially during the heightened seasons of Advent-Christmas; Lent-Easter cycle you
 Involve a particular color vesture related to the sanctoral celebration
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o

Optional
 Optional means optional! You may commemorate this saint or not
 You may choose another saint listed in the Martyrology for that day
 Sometimes have their own proper collect, a few have full set of proper presidential
prayers
 You may choose to use only the collect and take the rest of the mass from the Mas of the
day especially during the heightened seasons of Advent-Christmas; Lent-Easter cycle you
 There are sometimes two saints commemorated on a given day from which to choose or
you may choose not to commemorate either saint and celebrate the mass of the day or
another votive or ritual mass or a mass from the selection of various needs and occasions.
 Involve a particular color vesture related to the sanctoral celebration if you are going to
celebrate it.

LECTIONARY
•

SOLEMNITIES
o Begin with Evening Prayer on the evening before
o Almost always have their own proper readings
o Always two readings, psalm and acclamation before the gospel (if there is no 2nd reading
provided, you must go to the commons; ex. Parish titular saint)
o Some have separate vigil Masses with distinct sets of readings

•

FEASTS
o Most have their own proper readings, otherwise use the commons.
o One reading from either Old Testament or New Testament; Psalm, Gospel Acclamation, and
Gospel

•

MEMORIALS
o Obligatory
 Some have proper readings; but often will recommend using the readings of the day or
the readings from the commons.
o

Optional
 Optional means optional! You may commemorate this saint or not
 Some have proper readings; but often will recommend using the readings of the day or
the readings from the commons

BOOK OF BLESSINGS
•
•

Saint Blaise – February 3
Saint Joseph Table : March 19

18

LITURGY OF THE HOURS
•

SOLEMNITIES
o Begin with Evening Prayer on the evening before
o Always have their own proper collects, antiphons, and readings
o Usually morning prayer psalmody is taken from Sunday, week one
o Often have proper psalmody for evening prayer; at least proper antiphons

•

FEASTS
o Always have their own proper collects, antiphons, and some readings; others taken from
commons.
o Usually morning prayer psalmody is taken from Sunday, week one
o Sometimes have proper psalmody but often taken from commons for the other offices and
evening prayer

•

MEMORIALS
o Obligatory
 Usually have their own proper collect
 Usually use the psalmody and antiphons form the day, sometimes particular to the feast
with an option.
o

.

Optional
 Optional means optional
 Sometimes have their own proper collect
 Readings and other elements mostly taken from the commons; sometimes have proper
readings.

IV. PASTORAL/PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS

IN GENERAL
• Almost everything depends on the circumstances of the local community
• Observe the law of graduated solemnity.
• Solemnities should get as much special treatment as is possible given the local community.
• Feasts should get a good deal of special treatment; but not as much as solemnities
• You might want to include a short blurb in the bulletin on the saints commemorations you will observe
that week, if any
• In your pastoral/liturgical preparation for the liturgical year, consider a few saints feast days that might be
really relevant to your community and really celebrate them, even if they are not ranked high on the
calendar.
THE HOMILY
• Almost everything depends on the circumstances of the local community
• Observe the law of graduated solemnity.
• Solemnities and Feasts should get a homily, even if weekday Mass.
• Memorials (obligatory or optional) if you are going to use the readings of the day (especially if they don’t
fit the saint) or if you are not going to preach at all on that day, you may offer a brief comment about the
saint at the beginning of mass in the introduction and then observe a period of silent reflection after the
gospel; or you could simply do that at the time of the homily.
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.MUSIC
Depends on the resources of the parish, the nature of the commemoration, the law of graduated solemnity, the
particular liturgical season in which the particular commemoration takes place, and the congregation itself. The
acclamations are key for every Mass, at least some of them.
ENVIRONMENT
Again, depends on the resources of the parish, the nature of the commemoration, the law of graduated solemnity,
and the congregation itself, and the particular liturgical season
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