
Alleluia Award Recognizes the Many Contributions 
of Father Marty Dobrzynski 

Thank You.  Heartfelt thanks to the Board of Directors and 
Rita and everyone here.  Each year when we gather as a 
Region we suggest and review candidates for the McManus 
Award and this Alleluia Award.  As many of my region 
FRPSDWULRWV�FDQ�WHOO�\RX�,·P�QRW�usually shy when it comes 
to putting my candidate forward.  I have often looked upon 
those who have been honored, especially those I know well, 
with the same sentiment that St. Paul relates to the 
&RULQWKLDQV�� ´LI� RQH� PHPEHU� LV� KRQRUHG�� DOO� WKH� PHPEHUV�
rejRLFH�WRJHWKHU�µ�DOO�WKH�PHPEHUV�DUH�KRQRUHG�� �,�FDQ�WUXO\�

think of more than a dozen other people who deserve this distinction this evening.   So, as I am humbly 
honored, please be honored yourselves, there are so many of you who deserve it and many of you who will 
deserve it in the future.   

It has really been my high privilege to work with, dream with and serve with the many who have been 
esteemed with this recognition and those honored with our most prestigious ² McManus Award.  Yet, I 
really feel blessed by the wisdom of those whom I have worked with regularly in Region VII who put up 
with my resolute behavior at times and the many others, over the years, who have I have collaborated 
with ² and perhaps whom I irritated as well.   

Your first year out of the seminary can be difficult as you try to settle into a whole other kind of lifestyle 
LQ�D�SDULVK���$Q�ROGHU��ZLVHU�SULHVW�DGYLVHG�PH��´6KRZ�XS�IRU�HYHU\WKLQJ��VKRZLQJ�XS�LV�KDOI�WKH�EDWWOH���,I�
\RX�GRQ·W� VKRZ�XS� IRU� WKLQJV�\RX�GRQ·W�NQRZ�ZKDW� LV�JRLQJ�RQ RU�ZKDW� VKRXOG�EH�JRLQJ�RQ�µ� �+H�ZDV�
ULJKW����6RRQ�PXFK�PRUH�WKDQ�,�H[SHFWHG��RU�UHDOO\�ZDQWHG��FDPH�P\�ZD\���%XW�,�FRQWLQXHG�´VKRZLQJ�XS�µ 

When Rita phoned me to tell me this news, I was speechless, which my compatriots in Region VII can 
tell you is a raUH�FRQGLWLRQ���,Q�IDFW��DQ\RQH�ZKR�VHUYHG�RQ�WKH�%RDUG�GXULQJ�WKH�WLPH�,�GLG�FDQ�WHOO�\RX�LW·V�
an exceptional moment.  I was truly perplexed, I asked: For what reason did I deserve such an honor?  She 
VDLG� VRPHWKLQJ� OLNH�� ´0DUW\�� \RX� KDYH� EHHQ� WKHUH� IRU� WKe Federation without hesitation to do, and 
VXSSRUW��WKH�ZRUN�RI�WKH�)'/&��DQG�\RXU�GLRFHVH��LQ�VR�PDQ\�ZD\V�µ����,�MXVW�WKRXJKW��ZHOO��,�VKRZHG�XS� 

So, especially to those who are binding themselves to this great liturgy endeavor, if someone advises you 
to ´JR�WR�HYHU\WKLQJ��WR�VKRZ�XSµ�EHZDUH�RI�WKH�RXWFRPH���,W�ZLOO�OHDG�WR�PRUH�ZRUN��PRUH�ZRUU\��PRUH�
headaches, more grey hairs, and more joy than what is expected or deserved. 
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