
December 31, 2022 

DEATH OF POPE EMERITUS BENEDICT XVI 

Biography 

A biography of the late Pope may be found here: https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-

xvi/en/biography/documents/hf_ben-xvi_bio_20050419_short-biography-old.html  

Joseph Ratzinger was born on April 16, 1927 in Marktl am Inn, Germany. After studying philosophy and 

theology, he was ordained a priest on June 29, 1951. As a theology professor, he was present at the 

Second Vatican Council as an expert consultant (peritus). He was ordained a bishop on May 28, 1977 and 

made a Cardinal on June 27 of that year. On November 25, 1981, he was appointed as Prefect of the 

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. He was elected the 265th Pontiff of the Catholic Church on 

April 19, 2005, taking the name Benedict XVI. He resigned from that office on February 28, 2013. He died 

at 9:34 am on December 31, 2022.  

Prayers for Pope Benedict XVI 

All the faithful are asked to pray for the deceased former Pontiff. For example, one may wish to pray the 

traditional Our Father, Hail Mary, and Glory Be - or recite the Rosary - for the repose of his soul. When 

schools are again in session, these may be appropriate ways to pray in each classroom. 

Liturgical Observations 

Churches may display a portrait of the late Holy Father with black bunting and church bells may be 

tolled. 

At All Masses 

Pope Benedict may be remembered during the Universal Prayer; for example:  

− That Pope (Emeritus) Benedict XVI, called to the heavenly kingdom by the Lord, may rejoice forever at 

the banquet table of heaven, we pray to the Lord. 

− That Pope (Emeritus) Benedict XVI, who served the Church as Supreme Pontiff for eight years, may 

worship God for ever in the liturgy of heaven, we pray to the Lord. 

− That the tireless efforts of Pope (Emeritus) Benedict XVI, now called to the Lord, may bear fruit in 

unity, peace and love among all people, we pray to the Lord. 

− For Pope (Emeritus) Benedict XVI, who preached that God is love and that we are saved in hope, that 

he may know God’s love forever in heaven, we pray to the Lord. 

Mass for the Dead 

Observing the rules governing the calendar, a Mass for the Dead may be celebrated for Pope Benedict. 

Such Masses “on the occasion of news of a death, final burial, or the first anniversary” may NOT be 

celebrated on Sundays, Solemnities, or Feasts. (Additional Masses for the Dead may only be celebrated 

on weekdays in Ordinary Time.) 

So, during this weekend, the Mass for Mary, Mother of God (January 1), is to be celebrated. The Masses 

for Epiphany are used next weekend; and on Monday, January 9, the Baptism of the Lord is observed.  
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Prayers 

The first section of “Various Prayers for the Dead” in the Roman Missal includes three Mass formularies 

for a Pope (forms A, B, and C). As with all Masses for the Dead, the prayers of the various formularies 

are interchangeable. The celebrant may or may not wish to insert the word “Emeritus” when naming 

Benedict XVI. 

Eucharistic Prayer 

In the Eucharistic Prayer, any of the Prefaces for the Dead (I-V) may be used. The formula for mentioning 

the name of the current Pope in the Eucharistic Prayer is to be followed as usual (i.e., “Francis our Pope 

and N. our Bishop”). The naming of the deceased Pope Emeritus is best done during the intercession for 

the dead, as provided in Eucharistic Prayers I-III: “your servant Benedict, our Pope (Emeritus).” 

Liturgy of the Word 

See the Lectionary for Mass, Volume IV, #1011-1016. See the intercessions above.  

Vestments 

In the United States, the vestment colors violet, white, or black may be used in Masses and Offices for 

the Dead (see GIRM, no. 346e). However, it is customary for red vestments to be worn at a Mass for the 

Dead offered for a Pope since we are mourning the death of the successor of the Apostle Peter. 

The Liturgy of the Hours 

Communities and individuals can pray the Office of the Dead in the Liturgy of the Hours for the intention 

of the Holy Father. 

Period of Mourning 

It is the custom that the nine days following the funeral of a Pope are observed as official days of 

mourning in Rome and throughout the Church. The Novemdiales, as they are called, may be observed in 

different ways in the various Particular Churches. In addition to the celebration of Mass, public prayer of 

the Liturgy of the Hours, Eucharistic and other devotional prayer, lectures on the teaching and legacy of 

the Pope Emeritus, activities for the relief of the poor offered for the intention of his soul, or other such 

initiatives may be undertaken. A sample set of novena prayers will be made available on the USCCB 

website, and further information may be forthcoming from the Vatican.  

Further Information 

Pope Francis will preside over the funeral of the Pope Emeritus on January 5 at 9:30 CET in St. Peter's 

Square (2:30 AM here). As from Monday, the body of Benedict XVI will be lying in state in the Basilica so 

that the faithful who wish to do so may pay their last respects with prayers and a final farewell. 

Please consult the liturgy homepage (https://www.davenportdiocese.org/liturgy) on our diocesan 

website for updated information. 

More information may also be found at https://www.usccb.org/ and 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en.html. 
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